Chapter 4: The Condition of the Heritage

‘The condition of the heritage’ is just one chapter of
Port Sunlight Village Trust’s Conservation
Management Plan. The document describes the
history and importance of the village, outlines the
challenges facing stakeholders in the preservation
of the internationally-significant landscape and
buildings, and goes into some detail as to how those
challenges will be met.
This chapter describes the work undertaken by Port
Sunlight Village Trust (PSVT) staff, consultants
and volunteers to assess the condition of the
village’s built and landscape heritage and their
observations.
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4.1

General condition

Port Sunlight Conservation Area retains remarkable integrity for its historic architecture,
street plan and landscapes. Comparisons between the existing layout for the village and
earlier maps or site plans, particularly a map of the village from 193850 demonstrate this to be
true. More detailed analysis of the site, through comparisons between existing conditions
survey work and historic photographs demonstrate how and where Port Sunlight has evolved,
deteriorated or indeed improved over time.
Inappropriate planting and tree species, unsuitable alterations and repairs to historic properties
and monuments, modern features, the prevalence of cars and the demolition or loss of original
buildings and landscape features have all played their part in the subtle evolution of Port Sunlight.
Respect for the quality and aesthetic character of the village, combined with stringent statutory
policies to manage change, have conserved the significant character-defining aspects of the
conservation area. These competing forces – the need to change and adapt for modern society
and the equally-compelling need to conserve what is special here – make Port Sunlight and
exciting place to live, work and visit. Please refer to Appendix 8 for a full description of these
changes and existing conditions.
Open spaces
There are fewer open green spaces within the superblocks as a result of the decline in demand for
allotments in the second half of the 20th century, coupled with increased car ownership and a
need for garages. The landscape and garage blocks which have taken the place of former
allotments provide a centrepiece and focus for the superblocks, and need to be well maintained
and of a quality consistent with that of the rest of the conservation area. The open green spaces
that remain are relatively well maintained but are not used to their full potential.
The loss of railings to define borders around the front gardens of properties has simplified the
overall street scene.
Trees and planting
Inappropriate trees were planted to replace those lost to Dutch elm disease in the 1970s. The new
species, lime in particular, are too large and hide important historic views across The Diamond and
The Causeway. Careful selection of new trees, however, will be required to maintain the planting
design and to ensure that the beneficial contribution that trees make to the conservation area
continues. Shrub beds, planting and roses in public open spaces such as The Dell and The
Diamond are well maintained and popular with visitors and residents alike.
Houses
Overall, the condition of the houses in the conservation area is fair. Of the 918 surveyed, 40%
need no repairs or replacement works at all, and 44% of the work required is of a low priority,
requiring only minimal aesthetic works. There is a clear distinction between the condition of the
public frontages and the more private rears of the properties. More attention is paid to the fronts,
which are for the most part in good condition, whereas the backs of the houses have been
neglected.
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Commercial and community buildings
All commercial and community buildings in the village are now in use. However, there is no
cyclical survey plan in place for these buildings or regular programme of repair works for the
exterior or interiors.
Public realm
There is inconsistency in public realm features within the village due to shared ownership and the
lack of an overarching strategy, design guidelines, commitment to maintenance or vision for
stakeholders. Bollards and lighting columns are particularly problematic as there is no consistent
design adopted across the village, and historic examples have been replaced with modern,
inappropriate solutions. This also applies to the free-standing village name boards, introduced by
UML in the 1990s, which are of a markedly different character to those suspended from robust
timber posts and which were introduced before the First World War.
Views and connections
The tree felling work along the railway line completed in 2017, although detrimental to the treelined character and appearance of this part of the conservation area, has unintentionally reinstated
historic viewpoints along Greendale Road and The Causeway. Historically, there were no trees
along the lines, allowing passengers to get uninterrupted views of the village.

This aerial view from 1934 shows the houses along Greendale Road, barren rail banks and houses backing
onto the rail line in Lower Bebington.
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Trees play an important part in the landscape heritage of the village, framing dynamic views along
key visitor entrances and creating points of arrival throughout Port Sunlight. Unfortunately, there
has been inappropriate replacement of tree species along King George’s Drive, Queen Mary’s
Drive and The Causeway, as previously described. The incorporation of poplar trees adjacent to
Hulme Hall and the Bridge Inn have had a similar effect, shadowing Christ Church and views
down Church Drive from Bolton Road. However, this planting is historic and any replacement will
need to be carefully considered and negotiated with Wirral Borough Council’s Tree Officer to
maintain the tree-lined quality of the road which is characteristic of the village.
4.2

Assessing the conditions

Over the last three to four years, the landscape, listed houses and monuments and memorials
within the village have each been surveyed to understand the current condition of Port
Sunlight’s heritage assets. Community and commercial buildings and garages were not
included in survey work completed for this CMP.
Houses
An exterior condition survey of every residential property built before 1950 in the Port Sunlight
Conservation Area was carried out by staff and volunteers in 2013-16.
Surveys did not include high level or internal inspection, and visibility was particularly restricted at
the backs of houses where tall boundary walls and deep, mature or overgrown gardens blocked
views. For the same reasons, it was difficult to accurately assess the conditions of outhouses and
other outbuildings. Roofs and chimneys were particularly difficult to assess from ground level.
Each deteriorated condition noted in the survey was assigned a treatment to address it and a
priority level for repair. The priorities are split into three categories: high, medium and low.
Priority

Impact

Low

Conditions which impact on the aesthetic
character of the properties
Conditions which, if not addressed, may impact 3-5 years
on the structural or watertight aspects of the
house within five years
Conditions which if not addressed may impact 1-3 years
the structural or water-tight aspects of the
house in the very near future

Medium
High

Timescale to be
addressed within
5-10 years
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Landscape
Ryder Landscape Consultants was commissioned by PSVT in 2017 to undertake a landscape
condition survey of Port Sunlight. The survey allowed the various landscape elements to be
assessed, with an A-E rating and a ‘traffic light’ system indicating the condition and maintenance
required.
A Excellent

Excluded
No element rated excellent

B Good

Good/Acceptable (Green)

C Acceptable

Little or no maintenance required

D Less than acceptable

Less than acceptable (Yellow)
Some maintenance required e.g. cleaning or painting

E Poor

Poor (Red)
Maintenance required/possible removal or replacement

Monuments & memorials
In January and February 2017, PSVT staff carried out a visual assessment of the village
monuments and memorials. Existing conditions were recorded by hand on printed photographs
and further photographs were taken of typical and/or exceptional conditions. No sampling,
diagnostic tests, probes or quantitative work was done. The survey identified and prioritised work
on the monuments and memorials, identifying objects or conditions where further diagnostic
testing or assessment by a conservation specialist might be required. Existing conditions were
prioritised to inform decision making with regard to capital repairs and cyclical maintenance
budgets.
Priority
High

Impact
Hazard to the
public
Presently
damaging or
threatening the
monument or
memorial

Medium

Needlessly
costing PSVT
money
If left
unaddressed
could damage
the monument

Example
Timescale for repair
Tripping hazards,
As soon as possible
unstable or loose
masonry
Overhanging trees,
blocked drains, open
mortar joints at wash
surfaces,
inappropriate
coatings or harmful
atmospheric deposits
Costs for filling
leaking boating pond
Open mortar joints
on vertical surfaces,
inappropriate
mortar, friable stone

Next 5 years (or sooner if deterioration
accelerates)
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Low

or memorial over
time
Primarily
aesthetic in
nature

surfaces, loss of
ornamental detail
Heavy soiling, minor
losses

Conditions which
solely address
the heritage
character of the
monument or
memorial

Poor siting for the
Silver Wedding
Anniversary
Fountain

Do not need to be addressed unless
deterioration accelerates. Instead
these should be tracked annually to
ensure conditions remain stable.
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4.3

Designed elements: condition by character area

For the purposes of this section of the Conservation Management Plan, Port Sunlight has
been divided into 13 character areas.
Character area 1: The Port Sunlight works
This lies outside the scope of PSVT’s Conservation Management Plan.
Character area 2: The Dell

Map of character area 2

Development of the area
This is an extremely significant space; a green finger between the factory and Bolton Road around
which the first four areas of housing were laid out. It was one of the former tidal inlets, extending
across the plot of land purchased by William Lever, and its significance lies in it now being one of
two remaining such landscape features in the village. (The other example is the sunken playground
at the Church Drive School.) An informal Victorian park was created in the inlet, with a central
footpath snaking through its centre and in between specimen feature trees. Many of these have
now reached maturity, which compensates for the lack of trees in the surrounding housing areas. A
large auditorium was built in the north-eastern ‘mouth’ of The Dell by 1905 but this was
demolished in 1937. This area now features a formal lawn enclosed by stone walls and formal
hedges.
Condition of the landscape
The Dell has been categorised as being in a less than acceptable condition, with some
maintenance change required. The main concerns are:
• Drainage: there is annual flooding in The Dell which affects the use of the space and
causes damage to the planting and grass areas.
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•
•

A new drain was installed in 2006, but it has not been regularly maintained and appears to
require repair or replacement. Drainage and flooding are still problems for character area
2, particularly around benches and low points.
Pavements: these are in a less than acceptable condition, with repointing and/or cleaning
required. There are also signs of uneven and cracked footpaths due to root heave where
trees have been planted and not managed.
Planting: bulb planting areas are patchy and shrub planting is inconsistent.

The Dell – significant drainage problem

Condition of listed properties
There are no properties within this character area.
Condition of monuments & memorials
The Centenary Marker requires no high priority work, but does suffer from wide, open kerb joints
and sett joints, many of which are filled with macrobiological growth. There are also minor losses
on the plaque’s stone base which may become a higher priority work if it worsens in the future.
The Dell Bridge has a number of high priority works which need to be carried out to ensure the
monument’s longevity. It has previously suffered poor and inappropriate repair works, including
sandblasting of the ornamental details and ball finials.
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The Dell Bridge – carved ornamental detail at the busts is highly eroded and legibility has been lost.
Elements of the sundial are also missing.

It has also suffered graffiti in places, and repointing is required on the stairs leading to the bridge,
the coping stones and the stringcourse.
Repairs to the paving stones at the mill stone should be a high priority as two are heavily cracked
and all need repointing. The drainage system in this area also needs further investigation.
Character area 3: south village housing

Map of character area 3

Development of the area
This area, between the factory-fronting Bolton Road and the arterial links of Bolton and
Greendale Road, marks the first phase of the village, and includes some of its oldest and most
historic buildings. The four main residential developments or ‘superblocks’ are arranged around
The Dell (area 2), and although originally designed with trees in all pavements, these have since
been removed. The mature trees of The Dell somewhat compensate for the loss. The area would
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once also have had railings and backstays at the back of footpaths, but they were removed during
the Second World War.
Condition of the landscape
Character area 3 has been categorised as being in less than acceptable/acceptable condition,
where little change in maintenance is required. The main concerns are:
•
•

•
•

Bowling green: greater maintenance contributions are needed, especially if it is to be used
for league matches.
Dilapidated bus shelter: a bus shelter, previously situated next to Port Sunlight train
station became redundant and suffered from severe dilapidation. The bus station was
removed from the site in 2018, but no works have been done to improve the vacant space
remaining.
Infilling of gap strips in lawns.
Simplification of planting beds to reduce maintenance requirements.

Greendale Road – unfilled strips at edge of lawn

Condition of listed properties
Character area 3 contains superblocks 14-18.

Block 14
Block 15
Block 16
Block 17
Block 18

No. of
properties in
the
superblock
10
44
39
37
38

No. of
properties
requiring
repairs
10
44
30
27
24

% of
properties
requiring
repairs
100%
100%
76.9%
73%
63.1%

High
priority

Medium
priority

Low
priority

5
26
10
12
9

9
44
23
22
19

10
44
30
27
24
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Block 14 on Bolton Road is the smallest superblock in Port Sunlight with just ten properties. All of
these properties require aesthetic works, almost all require medium priority works, and half are also
in need of high priority works. Superblock 14 is suffering from:
•
•

Structural cracks which will require further specialist investigation to determine whether or
not these are historic or are in need of repair.
Erosion of brick and stone, usually caused by weathering, inappropriate cleaning (such as
sandblasting) or inappropriate alterations including the introduction of non-porous and
very hard sand and cement mortars.

Fortunately, block 14 does not house any inappropriate, modern features such as uPVC windows,
but items classed as ‘clutter’ (eg security lights in prominent, publicly visible locations, trailing
cables and security alarm boxes) are common, with 9 out of 10 properties affected.
Block 15 is located on Cross Street, Bath Street Riverside and Bolton Road. It is considered a
problem block as more than half of its properties require high priority repairs which must be
completed within the next three years to prevent heritage loss, and all require medium and low
priority works. Superblock 15 is suffering from:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Structural cracks which will require further specialist investigation to determine whether or
not these are historic or are in need of repair.
Missing or heavily damaged roof tiles which if not addressed will lead to water ingress and
significant damage to interiors.
Erosion of brick and stone, usually caused by weathering, inappropriate cleaning methods
(such as sandblasting), or inappropriate alterations including the introduction of nonporous, sand and cement mortars.
Poorly maintained porch and/or bay coverings.
Cracked, distorted or missing rainwater goods. As with dilapidated roofs, if not addressed
swiftly poorly maintained rainwater goods could lead to further problems such as
efflorescence or damp within the property.
Rotten windows, doors or yard gates. This not only affects the performance of the
property but also adversely impacts the aesthetic and heritage character of the listed
properties.

Bolton Road – stone erosion caused by inappropriate and poor repointing
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There are nine properties within superblock 16 which do not require any form of repair work, and
the overall condition of this superblock is fair. Although only ten of the 39 properties in the
superblock need high priority works there are 23 properties that require medium priority works,
which must be addressed within the next five years or else face becoming high priority repairs.
Properties on Bolton Road, Greendale Road, Park Road and Bridge Street make up this
superblock. Their high priority repairs include:
•
•

Erosion of brick and stone, usually caused by weathering, inappropriate cleaning (such as
sandblasting), or inappropriate alterations including the introduction of non-porous, very
hard sand and cement mortars.
Cracked, distorted or missing rainwater goods. Poorly maintained rainwater goods could
lead to further problems such as efflorescence or damp within the property if not
addressed swiftly.

There are two inappropriate conservatories within superblock 16. Not only are they uPVC in their
construction but their design will affect property owners’ ability to maintain and repair first floor
windows and rainwater goods.
Just over a quarter of properties within superblock 17 do not require any form of repair work. Less
than half of those requiring work are a high priority, but almost all requiring work need medium
repairs. Superblock 17 comprises properties on Greendale Road, Wood Street, Bridge Street and
Park Road.

The works which must be addressed as a first priority within this block are:
•
•

Erosion of brick and stone, usually caused by weathering, inappropriate cleaning (such as
sandblasting) or inappropriate alterations including the introduction of non-porous, very
hard sand and cement mortars.
Cracked, distorted or missing rainwater goods. As with dilapidated roofs, if not addressed
swiftly poorly maintained rainwater goods could lead to further problems such as
efflorescence or damp within the property.

Block 18 comprises properties along the far east of the village, with some of the oldest surviving
residences located here. These include properties along Bridge Street, Park Road, Poet’s Corner
and Wood Street. The most significant issue in this superblock is aesthetic problems, with the
installation of modern ‘clutter’ such as security lights in prominent locations where they are publicly
visible. This affects 18 out of the 38 properties in block 18.
Condition of monuments & memorials
The Sphinx and Sundial are in reasonably good condition, with no high or medium repairs needed.
The bronze plaque situated above the original main entrance to the Gladstone Theatre requires
medium priority works in the form of cleaning and re-waxing.
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The Silver Wedding Anniversary Fountain should be a high priority as there is widespread loss of
the pointing mortar, resulting in deep and often wide-open joints.

Widespread loss of pointing mortar has resulted in deep and often
wide-open joints at the Silver Wedding Anniversary Fountain

There are also signs of movement/displacement in some of the coping units, which could become
hazardous if not addressed swiftly, and signs of efflorescence at the rear of the monument, facing
the bowling green.
Character area 4: south-east village housing

Map of character area 4

Development of the area
This area has four notable features, the first being the row of slightly larger than average semidetached houses along New Chester Road (south). These were the first and largest properties on
the periphery of the village (built in 1896-98), presenting a significant and imposing façade for the
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periphery of the village. Secondly, to the north of Bolton Road is the earliest and possibly most
successful of the superblocks in the village, built from 1897-99 on virgin land and not affected by
the tidal creeks. Thirdly, the internal rear space was completely allocated to allotments, as
elsewhere in the village, but significantly approximately half of these still remain. Finally, the
frontage and side roads are characterised by formal privet hedges, one of only two areas in the
village with this form of boundary treatment.
Condition of the landscape
This area has been categorised as being in a less than acceptable/unacceptable condition, where a
focused maintenance change is required. The main concerns are:
•
•
•
•
•

Inappropriate trees: previous tree planting along New Chester Road property frontages
has used tree varieties that are too large, reducing the visual impact of these key frontages.
Miscellaneous items (such as railings) within hedgerows, reducing hedge maintenance
efficiency.
Tree maintenance: lifting, thinning and pruning is required as dense canopies are
becoming oppressive to properties on New Chester Road and Bolton Road.
Poor maintenance/unsightly appearance of concrete planters.
Unresolved use of communal space.

Rear of Corniche Rd – unsuitable concrete planters

Character area 4 is the main ‘gateway’ into the village from the east and New Chester Road.
Strategic maintenance and management is essential to rejuvenate the area, including tree work
and the simplification of block backcourts.
Condition of listed properties
Character area 4 contains superblocks 1 and 2:

69

Port Sunlight Conservation Management Plan 2018 - 2028. Chapter 4 – The Condition of the Heritage

No. of
properties in
superblock
Block 1
Block 2

45
72

No. of
properties
requiring
repairs
8
72

% of
properties
requiring
repairs
17.8%
100%

High
priority

Medium
priority

Low
priority

2
62

4
72

8
72

Block 1 comprises the extreme north-east corner of the village, incorporating parts of New
Chester Road, Bolton Road and Water Street. There are 45 properties within this superblock, and
it has been noted that they are in a particularly good condition, with only eight properties in need
of repair work. Of these properties, there are just two that require high priority works but all eight
require low priority, aesthetic works. There is just one satellite dish in an unsuitable location,
located on a chimney where it is publicly visible.
Block 2 comprises the north-central streets including parts of New Chester Road, Bolton Road
and Corniche Road. There are 72 properties within this superblock. There are 62 properties in
need of high priority repair works and all require medium and low priority works, so block 2 is
classed as a problem block. The highest priority works identified in the survey were:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Structural cracks, which will require further specialist investigation to determine whether
the movement is historic or on-going.
Missing or heavily damaged roof tiles, which if not addressed will lead to water ingress and
damage to interiors.
Erosion of brick and stone, usually caused by weathering, inappropriate cleaning (such as
sandblasting) or inappropriate alterations, including the introduction of non-porous, very
hard sand and cement mortars.
Poorly maintained porch and/or bay coverings.
Cracked, distorted or missing rainwater goods. As with dilapidated roofs, if not addressed
swiftly poorly maintained rainwater goods could lead to further problems such as
efflorescence or damp within the property.
Rotten/rusted windows and doors. This not only affects the performance of the property
but also adversely affects the aesthetic and heritage character of the listed properties and
the conservation area.
Weathering and loss of oak details.
Severely rusted original roof lights which, due to their exposed location, are particularly
vulnerable to further decay. If these are not treated soon they will become dilapidated
beyond repair.
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New Chester Rd – rusting metal casement window
Block 2 also houses a number of properties with inappropriate uPVC windows; a row of four
neighbouring properties all have these windows. These windows detract from the heritage
character of the listed houses and the integrity of the conservation area.

71

Port Sunlight Conservation Management Plan 2018 - 2028. Chapter 4 – The Condition of the Heritage

Character area 5: north-east village housing

Map of character area 5

Development of the area
The construction of this area followed on shortly after area 4, between 1899 and 1902, extending
access across to Pool Bank, but retaining the trees and original landscape features of the wedge of
land between areas 4 and 5. It has a similar character to the superblock of area 4, defined by a
mature privet hedge along New Chester Road. The internal rear space was originally allocated to
allotments, as elsewhere in the village, but these have since been replaced by grass areas,
extended rear gardens, paved access roads and car parks.
Condition of the landscape
This area has been categorised as being in a less than acceptable/unacceptable condition, where a
focused maintenance change is required. The main concerns are:
•
•
•
•

Pavements: this is a village-wide issue. Tree roots have lifted footpaths in certain areas
which could become tripping hazards.
Planting condition: incorrect selection of species has resulted in over-grown hedges and
shrub beds bursting over kerb lines, with a need for increased maintenance.
Street furniture: there is a lack of continuity in lighting column design, with many along
New Chester Road incorporating modern designs inappropriate for the setting of the
village.
Trees: many have reached maturity and require crown lifting, thinning and pruning.
Because of their size, a number of trees in this character area are also obscuring buildings
or leaning heavily into the carriageway.
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Pool Bank – uneven paving caused by root upheaval

Condition of listed properties
Character area 5 contains superblock 3:

Block 3

No. of
properties in
the
superblock

No. of
properties
requiring
repairs

% of
properties
requiring
repairs

High
priority

Medium
priority

Low
priority

112

47

42%

17

36

47

Block 3 comprises the northern streets including parts of New Chester Road, Lodge Lane,
Corniche Road, Boundary Road, Circular Drive, Pool Bank and Knox Close. This is one of the
larger superblocks, developed with 112 properties. Block 3 is classed as a problem block as 17
properties are in need of high priority works and 36 require medium works. However, there are
only 47 properties that need aesthetic works carried out and 65 properties need no works at all.
The highest priority works required for this block include:
•
•
•

Structural cracks, which will require further specialist investigation to determine whether
the movement is historic or on-going.
Erosion of brick and stone, usually caused by weathering, inappropriate cleaning (such as
sandblasting), or inappropriate alterations including the introduction of non-porous, very
hard sand and cement mortars.
Cracked, distorted or missing rainwater goods. Poorly maintained rainwater goods could
lead to further problems such as efflorescence or damp within the property if not
addressed swiftly.
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•

Rotten windows and doors. This not only affects the performance of the property but also
adversely impacts the aesthetic and heritage character of the listed properties and the
conservation area.

Aesthetic works required in this superblock include the relocation of satellite dishes, the
replacement of plastic rainwater goods, and repainting to comply with the village colour scheme.
Character area 6: north village housing

Map of character area 6

Development of the area
This is the third rectangular superblock of the village, defined by the shape of the previous field
patterns. As with areas 4 and 5, it was also started in 1899 but not completed until 1906 once
decisions had been made as to how to resolve the links to New Chester Road to the east (via
Boundary Road) and to the previous village of Primrose Hill to the south-west. It shares
characteristics with the superblocks of areas 4 and 5, but without hedging and mostly without trees
to footpaths or verges. The internal rear space was originally allocated to allotments, but the
noticeable characteristic of this zone is that virtually all rear gardens have been extended, resulting
in a narrower central strip of garage parking, and grass and paved areas, defined by parallel access
roads. The two other noticeable elements in this area are the former crown bowling green and
Hesketh Hall, built in 1903 and now home to seniors’ apartments owned and managed by PSVT.
Properties to the north-west corner of this character area were severely damaged by an explosion
in March 2017.
Condition of the landscape
The area has been categorised as being in a less than acceptable condition, where some
maintenance change is required. The main concerns are:
•

Pavements: large trees are causing root-heave damage to the footpath.
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•
•

Public realm: modern bollards and lighting columns adversely impact the heritage and
character of the conservation area, and are inconsistent with heritage-style bollards and
lighting columns found elsewhere in the village.
Planting: shrub beds containing vigorous species are creating additional maintenance now
they are fully matured.

Condition of listed properties
Character area 6 contains superblocks 4 and 7:
No. of
properties in
the superblock
Block 4
Block 7

22
85

No. of
properties
requiring
repairs
22
34

% of
properties
requiring
repairs
100%
40%

High
priority

Medium
priority

Low
priority

5
12

17
23

22
34

Block 4 comprises the north-west corner, including 22 properties on Boundary Road. There are
only five properties that need high priority works here, although 17 need medium priority works
and all properties need aesthetic repairs or replacements. However, the results from this survey
were completed before the explosion in March 2017, and properties in this block will now require
much more significant, high priority works, including stabilisation and structural works,
replacement of windows, doors and yard gates, and major repairs to roofs where roof and ridge
tiles have either been completely destroyed or are beyond repair. This repair work will take place
in 2018.
Block 7 is another large superblock and is in a good condition. Less than half of the properties in
this block need some form of repair work and only 12 of the 85 need high priority works carried out
within the next three years, including the repair of severely deteriorated rainwater goods.

Bebington Rd – rusted downpipe in need of repair
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Block 7 includes properties on Brook Street, Primrose Hill, Circular Drive, Boundary Road and
Bebington Road. However, again these results do not take into account the effects of the
explosion in March 2017.
Character area 7: west village housing

Map of character area 7

Development of the area
This area includes the largest rectangular superblock of the village. The main frontages along
Greendale Road and up Windy Bank were built in 1901/02. Development was then paused for ten
years while a decision was made on the structure of the areas on either side of what became The
Causeway
•
•
•

The main superblock enclosing space 7C (see Appendix 8) was completed in 1912, setback from Queen Mary’s Drive and mirrored along King George’s Drive to form an
attractive, articulated space either side of The Diamond.
The northern ‘nose’ of this block was demolished to allow Windy Bank to be realigned in
the 1920s (and framed by housing), so creating a new formal axis to showcase the Lady
Lever Art Gallery from the railway, as well as from the south and east.
The original open-air baths and gymnasium were demolished and replaced with a garden
centre in the 1970s. The current design, the surface car park, fencing and building, are not
in keeping with the character of the conservation area.

Condition of the landscape
This area has been categorised as being in a less than acceptable/acceptable condition, where
little change in maintenance is required. The main concerns are:
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•

•

•

Trees: the avenue of trees along Queen Mary’s Drive is affecting the amenity and
enjoyment of residents, particularly where Queen Mary’s Drive intersects with Windy
Bank, where tree spacing varies between three and six metres. Every other tree should be
removed and the remaining trees should be thinned and pruned
Public realm: modern bollards and lighting columns on major roads such as Queen Mary’s
Drive and Greendale Road adversely impact the heritage character of the conservation
area, and are inconsistent with heritage-style bollards and lighting columns found
elsewhere in the village.
Bare earth: the strip of bare earth behind the low, stone retaining wall is unsightly and
requires regular weeding to maintain. Grass should be planted to improve the appearance
and reduce maintenance requirements.

Condition of listed properties
Character area 7 contains superblocks 10 and 13:
No. of
properties in
the
superblock
Block 10 96
Block 13 26

No. of
properties
requiring
repairs
40
16

% of
properties
requiring
repairs
41.7%
61.5%

High
priority

Medium
priority

Low
priority

15
15

24
16

40
16

Block 10 is another large block with 96 properties across Greendale Road, The Causeway,
Causeway Close, Queen Mary’s Drive and Windy Bank. Almost half of the properties require
some level of repair and 15 of these require high priority works which must be carried out over the
next three years to prevent significant heritage loss. High priority works include:
•
•
•
•
•

Missing or heavily damaged roof tiles, which if not addressed will lead to water ingress.
Erosion of brick and stone, usually caused by weathering, inappropriate cleaning (such as
sandblasting), or inappropriate alterations including the introduction of non-porous, sand
and cement mortars.
Cracked, distorted or missing rainwater goods. As with dilapidated roofs, if not addressed
swiftly poorly maintained rainwater goods could lead to further problems such as
efflorescence or damp within the property.
Eroded/missing mortar, vegetation growth and erosion of masonry in chimneys. Due to
the location of these defects they must be treated as soon as possible as they risk the
health and safety of visitors and residents.
Rotten windows, doors or yard gates. This not only affects the performance of the
property but also adversely impacts the aesthetic and heritage character of the listed
properties and the conservation area.

Block 10 also has a number of properties with satellite dishes in unsuitable locations, inappropriate
paint colours, and visible ‘clutter’. The majority of properties in this block also incorporate nonbreathable paving up to their perimeter which could lead to issues such as penetrating damp.
Block 13 is a problem block with more than half of the properties in need of high priority and/or
medium priority works. The properties in Block 13 are located on Greendale Road and The
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Causeway and are of mixed ownership. The biggest cause for concern in this block is that the
majority of properties are suffering from eroded brickwork, including boundary walls which have
been severely neglected. Signs of hard, sand/cement mortars and sandblasting techniques are
evident which could explain the pattern of heritage loss.
Character area 8: core buildings & spaces (previous tidal zone)

Map of character area 8

Development of the area
Housing blocks were developed in areas 8 and 2 as they were on higher ground, around what is
now known as The Dell. The area 8 green spaces linked to form a network which, following the
creation of The Diamond and The Causeway, now gives the village its unique blend of space and
form. However, this green area is also the site of a number of high profile civic buildings including
The Bridge Inn (1900), Christ Church (1902), Church Drive Primary School (1903), Sunlight
Lodge (the original hospital, now The Leverhulme Hotel), and later the Lady Lever Art Gallery.
As each was built with its own green surroundings, these buildings have generally not
compromised the flow of green space.
Condition of the landscape
This area has been categorised as being in a less than acceptable condition, where some
maintenance change is required. The main concerns are:
•

Trees: planted immediately adjacent to road kerbs on Lodge Lane. Where large trees,
such as sycamores, have been planted root-heave damage to kerbs and pavements has
occurred. A number of these trees are also leaning severely into the carriageway. Some of
the large avenue trees on Bolton Road are now reaching maturity and will require crown
lifting, thinning and pruning. The poplar trees surrounding the north and east of the field
opposite Christ Church are too large, and detract from the high-profile visitor route that
Church Drive provides. They need to be pruned and significantly reduced in height.
There also needs to be a reduction in tree numbers in the open spaces to the east of
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•
•

Christ Church and Church Drive School as the usability of these spaces has diminished
due to dense tree canopies and shading.
Lighting: modern lighting columns on major roads are negatively impacting on the
conservation area, and are inconsistent with heritage-style lighting columns found
elsewhere in the village.
Railings: the exterior railings surrounding Church Drive Primary School do not meet the
high-quality design, specification and maintenance of both Christ Church and the Lady
Lever Art Gallery.

Queen Mary’s Drive – unfilled lawn edge

Condition of listed properties
Character area 8 contains superblock 19:

Block 19

No. of
properties in
the
superblock
22

No. of
properties
requiring
repairs
22

% of
properties
requiring
repairs
100%

High
priority

Medium
priority

Low
priority

15

22

22

Block 19 is another small superblock, located in the south-east corner of the village, with
properties along Water Street, Bolton Road and The Ginnel. Although small in size there are
some large issues in this block. Fifteen properties are in need of repairs within the next three years
or else face significant heritage loss. All properties require low priority repairs, affecting the
aesthetic quality of the properties, and medium repairs which will become high risk issues if not
addressed within five years. The biggest issues in this superblock are:
•

Cracks in external walls which require further specialist investigation to determine if there
is on-going structural movement.
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Missing or heavily damaged roof tiles, which if not addressed will lead to water ingress.
Erosion of brick and stone, usually caused by weathering, inappropriate cleaning (such as
sandblasting), or inappropriate alterations including the introduction of non-porous, very
hard sand and cement pointing mortars.
Poorly-maintained porch and/or bay coverings.
Cracked, distorted or missing rainwater goods. As with dilapidated roofs, if not addressed
swiftly poorly maintained rainwater goods could lead to further problems such as
efflorescence or damp within the property.
Rotten windows and doors. This not only affects the performance of the property but also
adversely impacts the heritage and aesthetic character and significance of the listed
properties and the conservation area.
Eroded/missing mortar, vegetation growth and erosion of masonry in chimneys.

There is a proliferation of inappropriately-sited satellite dishes in this block. The common
misconception here is that satellite dishes do not require consent to be installed.
Condition of monuments & memorials
The Founder’s Tomb should perhaps be top of the priorities for a monuments and memorials
repair programme due to its significance and the work required. The surfaces of the bronzes are
covered in pustules which could indicate widespread bronze disease; a permanent and almost
unstoppable corrosion process.

Founder’s Tomb – the surfaces of the bronzes are covered with pustules,
which appears to be a sign of widespread bronze disease

The bust of Lord Leverhulme is missing from its stand too; either the stand should be removed or
the bust replaced. The existing condition detracts from the character and significance of the site.
The overall condition of the Victoria Bridge stones and marker is moderate, although there are
cracks and spalling at the front of the name stone, which have worsened since a 2015 survey.
Consolidation or resurfacing may be required to ensure that the damage does not progress to the
inscription.
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Character area 9: The Civic Cross (The Diamond and The Causeway)

Map of character area 9

Development of the area
The distinctive characteristic of this area is its impressive axial formality, which contrasts markedly
with the rest of the village. The bold plan was implemented following a competition won by Ernest
Prestwich, whose concept involved extending The Diamond towards Hulme Hall and creating a
new boulevard up to the church from the railway. Importantly, this created another focal point at
the crossroads of the two boulevards, which now features the War Memorial. (It should be noted
that although Prestwich won the competition, Lever retained overall control, overseeing the final
design and employing the landscape architect, Thomas Mawson, to assist Prestwick.)
Other notable features are the Jubilee Arch and Hillsborough Memorial Garden to the south and
the formal pool and fountain to the north. However, the jewel in the crown is the Lady Lever Art
Gallery.
Condition of the landscape
The area has been categorised as being in a less than acceptable/acceptable condition, where little
change in maintenance is required. The main concerns are:
•

•

Trees: due to an attack of Dutch elm disease along The Diamond and The Causeway in
the 1970s, many trees were replaced with lime, an inappropriate species. Due to the dense
form of these trees and the proximity in which they were planted, the original design view
has been lost. It is recommended that, for the health of the remaining stock, these trees
are selectively thinned.
Lighting: modern lighting columns on major roads such as King George’s Drive and The
Causeway adversely impact the heritage character of the conservation area and are
inconsistent with heritage-style lighting columns found elsewhere in the village.
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•
•

•

Planting: the high density of roses and bedding plants along The Diamond, although a
visitor attraction in their own right, demand the highest maintenance input across the
village. This should be subject to regular review.
Public realm: the Sea Piece Fountain and boating pond require a full conditions and
mechanical survey to identify restoration needs, reduce ongoing maintenance costs and
provide a year-round, functioning feature. The ‘crazy-paved’ areas surrounding the
fountain present trip hazards and should be addressed in partnership with Wirral Borough
Council.
Parking: the open space between the fountain and the Lady Lever Art Gallery is used as a
car park. However, there are no road markings so parking is haphazard and traffic flow is
hindered. Also, the parking adversely impacts on one of the key character-defining views
of the conservation area.

Condition of listed properties
Aside from Lady Lever Art Gallery, which was not surveyed or specifically included in the plan,
there are no properties within this character area.
Condition of monuments & memorials
This area has the highest density of monuments and memorials in the village.
The analemmatic sundial is in a fair/good condition, although the survey did identify a few low
priority repairs including repointing and small-scale losses on the white and granite hour markers.
The Leverhulme Memorial should be classed as one of the top priorities in any repair programme
conducted, as there are a number of high priority works required. The paving and kerbs for the
memorial are in a very poor condition with many cracked and displaced units. These present
serious tripping hazards and create an unsightly setting for the memorial. A specialist bronze
conservator will be required to assess the deteriorated conditions of the bronzes and to make
treatment recommendations.

A specialist bronze conservator will be required to investigate pitting
and minor pustules on the Leverhulme Memorial
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The Jubilee Arch requires high priority repair works. Overhanging mature trees have contributed
to the deterioration of the Portland stone.

Mature trees overhang the arch – leaf/branch drop and shade may
contribute to the deterioration of this Portland stone site

There are also tripping hazards beneath the arch, with six displaced paving units, and a further
three paving units with significant losses. The underside of the arch is cracked in sections and
further specialist investigation should be undertaken to inform a treatment strategy. Widespread
pointing is also required throughout. Previous abrasive cleaning appears to have damaged the
surface of the Portland stone, which originally had a smooth finish.
The balustrade for the Jubilee Garden at the south end of The Diamond is in a fair condition, with
mostly medium priority works needed. The drains should be cleared and repaired as high priority
work. There is evidence of previous inappropriate repairs to the balustrade, including abrasive
cleaning of the Portland and Storeton stone, as well as the use of an inappropriate pointing mortar.
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Previous abrasive cleaning of the balustrade appears to have damaged the
surface of the Portland stone (which initially had a smooth finish)

The surface of the stone is blistered and detached or powdered and friable.
The top course of stone in the retaining wall (beneath ground level at the upper terrace) exhibits
heavy biological growth and salt deposits. These appear to be causing the surface of the stone to
blister and detach.

Balustrade – the top course of stone in the retaining wall exhibits heavy
biological growth and salt deposits, causing the surface of the sandstone to blister and detach

The tarmac paving at the Hillsborough Memorial Garden may contribute to these conditions by
channelling damp into the sandstone wall. De-icing salts have also been spread on the tarmac in
freezing temperatures, which would introduce further salts into the sandstone wall.
The Memorial Garden itself is in a good condition, with only some bricks in the bedding plant
walls requiring resetting or replacement. The site could, however, become vulnerable to anti-social
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behaviour as the tall hedge enclosing the Hillsborough Memorial Garden provides both privacy
for mourners and also an opportunity for anti-social behaviour.
The lion mask fountain beneath the Memorial Garden is in a fair condition, with only low priority
works required. There are losses and surface erosion at the lion mask itself but these are minor.
The lion mask fountain has lost its setting as it no longer functions as a fountain and the pool or
pond it once served has been filled in.
A mosaic commemorating the 2008 time capsule project (set in the paving in front of the lion
mask fountain) is in a very poor condition, with large sections missing. Repairs would not be
possible at this stage and it is advised that the mosaic should be removed completely.

Large sections of the Mosaic have been lost.

At the opposite side of The Diamond, the boating pond is in a poor condition and needs to be
prioritised in any repair programme. Due to ineffective equipment and an issue with the pitch of
the boating pond, drainage is poor and attempts to lessen algae growth have failed. The base of
the boating pond is also an area of concern as it is heavily cracked and sections of the screed are
missing.

The base of the boating pond is cracked extensively,
and sections of screed are missing/detached
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The Sea Piece bronzes should be assessed by a specialist conservator as it exhibits a mottled,
almost flaking finish.
The War Memorial is in a relatively good condition after open joints were repointed with lime
mortar in February 2017 by Aura Ltd. However, there are some lower priority works that may need
to be addressed in the long term. Half of the bronzes need to be waxed as they were not cleaned
and waxed in 2015, and there is also signs of biological growth and copper staining which could be
removed if necessary (if they affected the legibility or material performance of the site).
Character area 10: central village housing

Map of character area 10
Development of the area
The three eastern blocks of terracing on Church Drive were the first built of a large housing area
in the centre of the village, constructed in 1901-05. Its set-back design is similar to that of area 7,
along King George’s Drive. In both form and date of construction, it mirrors the set-back terrace
of Queen Mary’s Drive, together enclosing an attractive space on either side of The Diamond.
The housing block was completed in 1926 upon the construction of the north-west corner building
which faces the art gallery. Today it is home to PSVT’s main office and Port Sunlight Museum.
Condition of the landscape
The area has been categorised as being in an acceptable condition, where little or no maintenance
is required. The only concerns noted in this area are:
•

Trees: although forming part of the distinctive character of this area, the avenue of trees
along King George’s Drive is too dense. Although effort has been made to reduce these
issues, remaining trees need to be thinned.
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•

Lighting: this is one of two blocks without any form of amenity lighting to the rear internal
area which could pose a safety issue. Where there are lighting columns, the design is
modern and negatively impacts on the heritage character of the conservation area. They
are inconsistent with heritage-style lighting columns found elsewhere in the village.

Condition of listed properties
Character area 10 contains superblock 11:

Block 11

No. of
properties in
the
superblock
55

No. of
properties
requiring
repairs
41

% of
properties
requiring
repairs
74.5%

High
priority

Medium
priority

Low
priority

10

15

41

The properties in block 11 are located in the centre of Port Sunlight and span King George’s
Drive, The Causeway, Church Drive and Windy Bank. The block may seem like a problem
superblock, with almost 75% of properties requiring repairs, but the majority of these properties
only require aesthetic improvements. There are, however, ten properties which will need repair
works within the next three years and these should be addressed as soon as possible to prevent
heritage loss. The most common works required in this superblock are replacement of
inappropriate windows at the rear of the property. Some of these are UML windows, introduced
during the modernisation phase from the 1960s through to the 1980s. There are a further six
uPVC windows in this superblock.
Character area 11: north-central village housing

Map of character area 11
Development of the area
87

Port Sunlight Conservation Management Plan 2018 - 2028. Chapter 4 – The Condition of the Heritage

There are two main areas of housing in this character area. The triangular block bounded by
Lower Road, Central Road and Primrose Hill was begun around the turn of the century, and
completed in two further phases, ending in 1906 and 1912. There are sensitive architectural
resolutions on two corners of the triangle, and a curved terrace of great character. An articulated
arrangement of housing also exists immediately to the south-east. Rear gardens have been
extended to Central Road and Primrose Hill, with a rather piece-meal approach to garage
provision.
The other main housing area is bounded by Pool Bank, Circular Drive and Central Road. Lodge
Lane House (now Manor Lodge) was built in 1930 on Lodge Lane. Later the Unilever data centre
was also constructed on Lodge Lane; a flat roofed modern building which was occupied by Cabot
Carbon in 1999, the same year that Port Sunlight Village Trust was set up. This was demolished
and the Philip Leverhulme Lodge was built on the site in 2003. Osbourne Court is situated on the
former football pitch, and was completed in 2000. The remaining land was deliberately left unused
as a condition of planning permission, forming ‘entrance elevations’ facing the highway to
correspond with Lever’s superblock plan.
Condition of the landscape
The area has been categorised as being in a less than acceptable/acceptable condition, where little
change in maintenance is required. The main concerns are:
•
•

•

Bollards: inconsistent bollard design adversely impacts the heritage character of the
conservation area.
Parking: insufficient provision of rear parking has resulted in on-street parking on many of
the main network roads. Rear grass space shared by Lower Road, Central Road and
Primrose Hill is under-utilised at present and could be given a more creative use, or else
provide informal additional parking for residents.
Planters: the timber planters surrounding Philip Leverhulme Lodge and Manor Lodge
adversely impact the heritage character of the conservation area.

Inappropriate concrete bollards
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Condition of listed properties
Character area 11 contains superblocks 5 and 6:
No. of
properties in
the superblock
Block 5
Block 6

41
97

No. of
properties
requiring
repairs
31
65

% of
properties
requiring
repairs
75.6%
67%

High
priority

Medium
priority

Low
priority

12
19

23
51

31
65

Block 5 comprises 41 properties across Circular Drive, Primrose Hill, Central Road and Pool Bank.
Not all of the properties require aesthetic repairs but there are 23 properties which need medium
repairs and 12 that need high priority repairs. Block 5 suffers from poorly maintained rainwater
goods, which have become dilapidated to the point where they are in need of large scale repair or
else will need to be replaced. Dilapidated chimneys are another key issue in this block, with many
suffering from heritage loss and require significant repointing to prevent further loss. Of the 41
properties, there are 36 with either an alarm box or security light, classed as ‘clutter’.
Block 6 is considered a problem superblock. Although only 19 of the 97 require high priority
repairs, 51 properties need medium repairs which could become high priorities if not addressed
within the next three to five years. The 97 properties included within this block can be found on
Lancaster Close, Primrose Hill, Lower Road and Central Road. These defects include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Erosion of brick and stone, usually caused by weathering, inappropriate cleaning (such as
sandblasting), or inappropriate alterations including the introduction of non-porous sand
and cement mortars.
Poorly maintained porch and/or bay coverings.
Cracked, distorted or missing rainwater goods. As with dilapidated roofs, if not addressed
swiftly poorly maintained rainwater goods could lead to further problems such as
efflorescence or damp within the property.
Rotten windows and doors. This not only affects the performance of the property but also
adversely impacts the heritage character and aesthetics of the listed properties and the
conservation area.
Weathering and loss of oak elements.
Severely rusted original roof lights which, due to their location, are particularly vulnerable
to further decay. If these are not treated soon they will become dilapidated beyond repair.
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Character area 12: north-west village housing

Map of character area 12

Development of the area
This zone features the penultimate phase of historic development in the village, split into two main
areas to the north-west of the Lady Lever Art Gallery. Even when the gallery was completed in
1922, a green finger of open space still continued to the boundary of Bebington Road, but this was
due for development in line with Mawson and Prestwich’s competition plans of 1911.
The first area is set between the gallery and Greendale Road, bounded by Primrose Hill and
Windy Bank. The latter was especially significant, since the northern ‘nose’ of area 7 was
demolished purely to entertain Leverhulme’s grand designs and facilitate a new vista to showcase
the gallery from the railway to the west. This was carried through in 1925/26 and was then followed
by the Duke of York Cottages to the north, completed in 1934. The cottages and their associated
landscape have a distinctive character of their own which is highly prized by local residents, even if
not usually observed by visitors. These cottages generally have slightly wider frontages but are less
deep compared to most other properties in the village.
Condition of the landscape
The area has been categorised as being in an unacceptable or poor condition, where considerable
maintenance change is required. The main concerns are:
•

Trees: although forming part of the distinctive character of this area, the line of trees
along Queen Mary’s Drive is becoming too dense, particularly from Windy Bank up to
Primrose Hill, where tree spacing varies between 3 and 6 metres. Every other tree in this
area should be removed to improve accessibility. This is also one of the few areas in the
village where the trees have been assessed as being in a poor condition and need to be
treated as a priority.
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•
•
•

Bollards: inconsistent bollard designs adversely affect the heritage character of the
conservation area.
Lighting: modern lighting columns on major roads such as Greendale Road and
Bebington Road adversely impact the heritage character of the conservation area and are
inconsistent with heritage-style lighting columns found elsewhere in the village.
Planting: this is one of the few areas in the village where the planting has been rated as
being in a poor condition and is severely affecting the significance of the area.

Duke of York cottages – planting in poor condition

Condition of listed properties
Character area 12 contains superblocks 8 and 9:
No. of
No. of
properties in
properties
the superblock requiring
repairs
8
Block 8 19
5
Block 9 43

% of
properties
requiring
repairs
42.1%
11.6%

High
priority

Medium
priority

Low
priority

2
1

8
2

2
5

Block 8 is one of the smaller superblocks, located in the south-west corner of the village and
consisting of the 19 Duke of York cottages. Half of the properties need medium priority repair
works which could become long term issues if not addressed within the next three to five years.
There are just two properties in need of high priority works. Structural cracks due to subsidence
have been found in this superblock, which will require further specialist investigation to determine
whether the movement is historic or on-going and in need of further repair.
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Duke of York cottages – signs of movement
tell-tale dated 24/11/69

It has also been noted that there is a high concentration of Yorkstone roofs in this superblock
which are costly to repair, possibly explaining the high percentage of medium priority roof repairs
prevalent in this superblock.
Only a small percentage of properties are in need of repair within Block 9, with just five in need of
works and only one requiring a high priority repair. Block 9 has 43 properties overall, spanning
across Greendale Road, Windy Bank, Queen Mary’s Drive and Primrose Hill.
Character area 13: central south area - mixed use

Map of character area 13
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Development of the area
This zone includes the last significant block of the residential development, Jubilee Crescent,
completed in 1938, less than 50 years after the first properties were laid out on Bolton Road
immediately to the south-west. In between these areas is the southern formal access to The
Diamond, somewhat compromised by its position behind Hulme Hall but redeemed by the
imposing Jubilee Arch framing views to the War Memorial and Lady Lever Art Gallery beyond.
Area 13C to the west has sadly evolved without a strong design framework, in contrast to much of
the village. The historic plans reveal the early presence of the open-air baths and a gymnasium on
this site, followed by some small garden centre buildings, and within the last 20 years by a larger
purpose-built garden centre. Although a functional and valuable commercial enterprise, the
garden centre’s design and its extensive boundary piers and railings are out of character with the
village, particularly in view of its prominent location on The Diamond.
Area 13E has similarly suffered from being a ‘leftover recreation space’, with the perimeter poplars
and conifers severely detracting from the space, and also extending round part of the Hulme Hall
car park into area 13D.
Condition of the landscape
The area has been categorised as being in a less than acceptable/unacceptable condition, where a
focused maintenance change is required. The main concerns are:
•
•
•

•
•

Conifers: these trees are reaching maturity and causing severe loss of amenity for
residents. These need to be programmed for crown lifting, pruning and height reduction.
Poplars: the poplars planted around the edge of Hulme Hall car park and the former
recreation field are now over-mature and have been previously pollarded, which is
unsightly.
Trees: the density of trees on either side of the entrance to the Civic Cross (13B) is
overpowering, particularly on the west side. Those on the east side are now of a size to be
affecting the amenity of Jubilee Crescent residents. These trees cause major shading
problems and when in full leaf create a particularly claustrophobic effect.
Bollards: the timber bollards are easily damaged and out of character with the rest of the
conservation area.
Railings: the character of the extensive piers and railings along the garden centre car park
on Queen Mary’s Drive and The Causeway is incongruous with all other boundary
treatments found in the village and does not support the heritage character of the
conservation area.

Condition of listed properties
No. of
properties in
the superblock
Block 12

15

No. of
properties
requiring
repairs
14

% of
properties
requiring
repairs
93.3%

High
priority

Medium
priority

Low
priority

4

11

14
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Block 12 is one of the smaller superblocks within Port Sunlight. Properties are located along
Jubilee Crescent, and although seemingly a problem block with 93.3% of properties in need of
repairs, only four of these require high priority works.
4.4

Biodiversity

As part of the Landscape Condition Survey, Ryder Landscape Consultants conducted a
biodiversity and sustainability audit of each green space in Port Sunlight.
The aim was to assess which areas would be appropriate or have the potential for biodiversity and
sustainable solutions (such as the use of more native planting species), and which of these areas
already benefit from these solutions. The audit was split into three categories:
•
•
•
4.4.1

Red: high sensitivity areas with limited potential for biodiversity and sustainability. Space
with limited/no intervention potential.
Orange: intermediate sensitivity areas with a moderate potential for biodiversity and
sustainability. Space with some intervention potential.
Yellow: low sensitivity areas with high potential for biodiversity and sustainability. Space
with high intervention potential.
Red

Character area 5: block 3 (northern area)
Block 3 has two large, open grass spaces. The northern space is more sensitive to biodiversity
change due to its close proximity to residential flats and properties with residents’ expectation of
tidiness and order.
Character area 8: village amenity space (Lower Road) and The Ginnel amenity space
These two areas provide key community green space for local social activities and recreation,
reducing potential for biodiversity enhancement within these areas.
Character area 9: The Diamond
The key visitor and residential core of the village, the planting design should remain as is due to its
status within the village and the social benefits it affords.
Character area 4: allotments
These already provide some limited biodiversity opportunities but are primarily a community asset
and should be maintained as such. If allotment demand ever reduces they could be rationalised.
4.4.2

Orange

For potential interventions to increase biodiversity and sustainability in these areas please see
Appendix 5.
Character area 2: The Dell
The lowest part of The Dell (the mid-section) is prone to drainage issues, with planting failings
and large gaps.
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Character areas 7 & 12: west & north-west village housing
Duke of York Cottages/Greendale Road: amenity planting is in a poor condition, with empty
planting beds and heavily pruned shrubs.
Character area 3: south village housing
Lady Lever Bowling Green: currently this green is not maintained to county level, yet is a key
historic feature within this prominent location. This limits its potential biodiversity to small scale
interventions.
Character area 4: south-east village housing
Block 2 back court: inappropriate raised planters with overly mature vegetation occupy these
spaces. The two areas have the potential to become valuable for biodiversity/sustainability and a
positive community asset, either through wildlife or planting interventions.
Character area 8: core buildings and spaces (former tidal zone)
Corniche Road: a high-density tree planting area which has been recommend for pruning, crown
lifting, canopy reduction or selective removal to open up and increase potential use of the space.
Character area 11: north-central village housing
Pool Bank/Central Drive: a large, mown, grass space, formerly part of the football playing field
before Osborne Court was built.
Character area 13: central-south area: mixed use
Church Drive: an area noted for future development. Until such time the space should be utilised
so as to benefit the local community and also for the improved biodiversity and sustainability of
the village. The significant poplar tree planting to the periphery along Church Drive and the
implementation of tree planting on the western edge to the rear of Jubilee Crescent properties
gives this space biodiversity potential.
4.4.3

Yellow

For potential interventions to increase biodiversity in these areas please see Appendix 5.
Character area 2: The Dell
The Dell (east end): a large open grass space which suffers from minor drainage issues. Highmaintenance box hedging surrounds the space. Overall, this area requires positive reactivation for
both social and biodiversity benefits.
Character area 3: south village housing
Bolton Road/Bridge Street: a small wooded section of amenity space with grass and bulb planting.
This space could become part of a wildlife/green corridor network within the village. Due to its
central location, it could provide educational benefits and community involvement in biodiversity
and sustainability practices.
Character area 6: north village housing
Northern bowling green: this decommissioned bowling green provides additional green space for
residents and visitors. The space has a high biodiversity and sustainability potential through the
creation of a mini park along the village’s northern edge.
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Character area 8: core buildings and spaces (former tidal zone)
Wharf Street/Water Street: there is potential for further development of this space as a green
corridor within the village, using existing trees, shrubs and ground cover.
Lower Lane/Corniche Road: this open space, with significant planting of various tree species,
could become a key biodiversity area in the form of a village arboretum.
Bolton Road: amenity planting in the verge has high maintenance demands, but this is a key
access corridor through the village. These verges can provide amenity value as well as biodiversity
and sustainability opportunities.
Character area 9: The Civic Cross (The Diamond and The Causeway)
The Causeway: an open grass space with nearly mature trees and limited public access or usability.
It could provide small scale biodiversity opportunities to add interest.
Character area 13: central-south area (mixed use)
Hulme Hall/Queen Mary Drive and Jubilee Crescent: this small woodland space with mown grass
could become another village green corridor.
4.5

Access

Entrances
Port Sunlight is a 21st century village, and its landscapes, houses and monuments/memorials are
accessible on foot or by car. The majority of the village offers on-street parking and there are
limited parking spaces for residents in the service roads behind the houses. There are multiple
entrances to the village from Bebington Road, New Chester Road, Wood Street and Greendale
Road.
Cycling
There are no designated cycle routes through the village. However, New Chester Road provides a
route on the eastern border of the site which could extend into the village. Some routes are used
on an informal basis, and the village is very popular with local cycling clubs. Wirral Cycling Group,
for example, encourages people to use their bicycles to explore the countryside and organises
group rides which usually start from railway stations throughout the Wirral.
Public transport
Bus routes pass through the village along Bebington Road, Boundary Road, New Chester Road,
Greendale Road and Bolton Road, although there are redundant bus stops along Church Drive,
Greendale Road and Central Road where previous routes have been cancelled. There are also two
railway stations, operated by Merseyrail, in close proximity to the site; Port Sunlight railway station
at the south end of the village and Bebington station to the north.
Compliance with the Equality Act (2010)
General points of note:
•

Most entry points to public areas and buildings have been provided with access ramps,
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•
•
•
•

however some are in a poor condition and are no longer user friendly (eg The Diamond).
Steps need repointing in most areas, and are generally lacking handrails and visible edge
markings.
There are limited pavement markings to indicate vehicular or pedestrian circulation at road
crossing points.
Some public areas and monument entry points are not Equality Act compliant, eg the
southern part of The Diamond and the War Memorial.
Some houses have been provided with handrails, but these are not consistent throughout
the village.

For full information please see ‘Section 4: Accessibility and DDA Compliance’ of Appendix 5:
Landscape Condition Survey.
E Hubbard & M Shippobottom, A Guide to Port Sunlight Village, (Liverpool: Liverpool University Press,
2005), appendix 10
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